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Mather Point and Grand Canyon Visitor 
Center Construction

Grand Canyon
National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Grand Canyon National Park
Arizona

South Rim: September 7 – November 30, 2010
Also available in Deutsch, Español, Français, Italiano,
                                              ,            ,

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.

Welcome to Grand Canyon National Park Look inside for 
information on:
Maps . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7, 8 – 9, 16
Ranger Programs. . . . . . . . . . 2 – 3
Information Centers . . . . . . . . . 4
Sunrise & Sunset Times . . . . . . . 4
Hiking. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 – 7
Special Programs . . . . . . . . . 3, 10
Geology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
Visitor Services. . . . . . . . . . 14 – 15
Desert View . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16

What Time Is It?

Mountain Standard Time

Emergency: 911
24 hours-a-day dial

911 from any phone

9 - 911 from hotel phones

Thinking of 
Hiking?
See pages 6 – 7

Inside the canyon looking up
NPS photo by Michael Quinn

For answers to your questions about...
MAPS 

VISITOR CENTERS

FREE SHUTTLE BUSES 

HIKING

RANGER PROGRAMS 

SUNRISE AND SUNSET

HUNGRY? TIRED?
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During your visit the National Park Service encourages you to participate in the programs listed 
below. All programs are free.

Grand Canyon Village
Activity Location Time Duration Frequency

The Human Story  
Verkamp’s Visitor Center 9:00 a.m. 30 45 

minutes
Daily

Introduction to Grand Canyon’s Geology
Bicycle rack outside Yavapai 
Geology Museum

9:30 a.m. 30 45 
minutes

Daily

Raptors in Flight This program ends October 31.

Last talks given October 31

Yaki Point shuttle bus stop 10:15 a.m.
and

2:30 p.m.

30 minutes Tuesday
Thursday
Saturday
Sunday

Mather Point Amphitheater Talk
Mather Point Amphitheater, 
a short walk from Grand 
Canyon Visitor Center

12:30 p.m. 20 – 30 
minutes

Daily

Porch Talk
Verkamp’s Visitor Center 
front porch

2:00 p.m. 20 minutes Daily

Condor Talk
In front of Lookout Studio 
near Bright Angel Lodge

2:30 p.m. 30 45 
minutes

Daily

Geo-Glimpse
Inside Yavapai Geology 
Museum

3:00 p.m. 15 – 20 
minutes

Daily

Evening Program 

Accessibility note:

McKee Amphitheater, 
behind Park Headquarters 
through September 11
Shrine of the Ages auditorium 
beginning September 12

7:00 p.m. 1 hour Daily

Additional Programs
Locations vary Varies Varies Varies



Children must be accompanied by an adult on all programs.
These family-oriented programs are ideal for meeting the ranger program 

requirement for the Grand Canyon’s Junior Ranger award. Any ranger program, however, 
will meet the requirement on page 2 of the Junior Ranger Activity Booklet.

All outdoor programs may be canceled during rain, snow, or lightning storms.

These programs are wheelchair accessible with assistance. Wheelchairs may be 
checked out at the Grand Canyon Visitor Center free of charge.
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We hope that learning more about Grand Canyon National Park and its resources will lead to a greater appreciation of your national park.

Desert View and Tusayan Museum
Glimpses of the Past

Tusayan Museum, 3 miles / 
5 km west of Desert View

11:00 a.m.
and

1:30 p.m.

30–45 
minutes

Daily

Inside the Canyon You must hike or ride the mules to Phantom Ranch.

Phantom Ranch These programs end November 28.
Phantom Ranch 4:00 p.m.

7:30 p.m.
45 minutes
45 minutes

Daily
Daily

Walk a Couple Billion Years on the Trail of Time

//tot.unm.edu

www.nps.gov/grca/planyourvisit/
earth-sci-week.htm

Special Events Calendar

September 10 – 12

September 11 – 
          November 28

September 18

September 21

October 10 – 16

October 13

Pets Must Be Leashed at All Times



Sunrise & Sunset
Date Sunrise Sunset

Moon Phases
New moon Full moon Moon rise
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Canyon’s Best Bargain: The Free Shuttle Bus System

Kolb Studio
Open daily 8:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. until September 30,
8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. beginning October 1.

Verkamp’s Visitor Center
Open daily 8:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. until September 30,
8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. beginning October 1.

Yavapai Geology Museum
Open daily 8:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. until September 30,
8:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. October 1 – 31,
8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. beginning November 1.

Grand Canyon Visitor Center
Visitor Center open daily 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Bookstore open daily 8:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. until September 30,
8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. beginning October 1.

Tusayan Museum
Open daily 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Desert View Visitor Center
Open daily 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

How do I use the shuttles?

Where do the shuttles go?

Hermits Rest Route (red)

Village Route (blue)

Kaibab Trail Route (green)

Visitor Centers  See pages 2 – 3 for ranger programs at these locations.
                                          A passport cancellation stamp is available in all these facilities.

All times are Mountain Standard Time.



If you have half a day

If you have all day
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Planning Your Grand Canyon Experience

If you have only an hour or two

Would you like to be a 
Junior Ranger?

Cell Phone Tour

Environmental Education

Class Field Trips and 
Teacher Workshops

www.nps.gov/grca/forteachers/ 

High school youth summer camps 
www.nps.gov/grca/forkids/camp.htm

www.gcyouth.org

anger?

Accessibility

Day-Use Wheelchairs

Accessible Tours

If you have two or more days
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Before You Go . . .

Plan Ahead

Fall Weather Varies

Double Your Calories, Double Your Fun

Watch Your Time

Mules and Hikers

Hiking Tips

1 Be Prepared:

2 Stay Comfortable:

3 Go Slowly:

4 Rest Often:

5 Eat and Drink Frequently:

Hiking Chart for some popular day hike destinations
Warning! National Park Service rangers recommend that you do not attempt to hike from the rim to 
the river and back in one day, because of the distance, high canyon temperatures, low humidity, and the 
steepness of the trails. Few trails form loops; you will be hiking on the same trail in both directions.
You are responsible for the safety of yourself and those in your party!

Trails Destination
Round trip 
distance

Approximate 
time round trip

Elevation 
change Notes

Rim Trail (mostly flat, many sections suitable for wheelchairs)
Follows the 
rim for 13 
miles

Your 
choice

15 minutes 
to half-a-day 
or more

   200 feet
     60 m

Mostly paved, 
except dirt from 
Monument Creek 
Vista east to 
Maricopa Point

Bright Angel Trail (steep, but popular)
1 ½-Mile 
Resthouse

3-Mile 
Resthouse

Indian 
Garden

Plateau Point

     3 miles
  4.8 km

     6 miles
  9.6 km

  9.2 miles
14.8 km

12.2 miles
19.6 km

2 – 4 hours

4 – 6 hours

6 – 9 hours

8 – 12 hours

1,131 feet
   345 m
 
2,112 feet
   644 m

3,060 feet
   933 m

3,195 feet
   974 m

Rest rooms
Water May – Sept.

Rest rooms
Water May – Sept.

Rest rooms
Water year-round

Water year-round
View of river

South Kaibab Trail (steep with expansive views)
Ooh Aah 
Point

Cedar Ridge

Skeleton 
Point

  1.8 miles
  2.9 km

     3 miles
  4.8 km

     6 miles
  9.7 km

1 – 2 hours

2 – 4 hours

4 – 6 hours

   600 feet
   180 m

1,140 feet
   347 m

2,040 feet
   622 m

No water
First view east

Rest rooms
No water

No water; second 
hitching rail

The Hikers’ Express runs directly from the Bright Angel Lodge shuttle bus stop, the Backcountry 
Information Center, and the Grand Canyon Visitor Center to the South Kaibab Trailhead daily at:
September: 5:00 a.m., 6:00 a.m., and 7:00 a.m.           October: 6:00 a.m., 7:00 a.m., 8:00 a.m.
November: 7:00 a.m., 8:00 a.m., and 9:00 a.m.

Hermit Trail (steep and rocky)
Waldron 
Basin

Santa Maria 
Spring

Dripping 
Springs

     3 miles
  4.8 km

     5 miles
     8 km

     7 miles
   11 km

2 – 4 hours

4 – 6 hours

5 – 7 hours

1,240 feet
   380 m

1,760 feet
   540 m

1,400 feet
   430 m

No water, little 
shade

Treat water

Treat water
Narrow trail

Plateau Point is extremely strenuous.
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Corridor Trails: Bright Angel and South Kaibab Backpacking Permits
Backcountry Information Center

www.nps.gov/grca/

Leave No Trace

No campfires in Grand Canyon 
National Park backcountry.

www.LNT.org

Health Hazards

Heat exhaustion

Symptoms: 

Treatment: 

Heat stroke

Symptoms: 

Treatment: 

Hyponatremia

Symptoms: 

Treatment: 

Hypothermia

Symptoms: 

Treatment: 

Want to know more?
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Tonto Trail   

Santa Maria
Spring

Dripping
Springs

Waldron
Basin

Hermit Trailhead

Pima Point

Hermits Rest
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Grand

Canyon
Village
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Desert View Drive 
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Bright Angel
Trailhead

Yaki Point

Cedar Ridge

O'Neill Butte

Skeleton Point

Kaibab
Suspension BridgeRiver Resthouse

To North Rim via
North Kaibab TrailPhantom Ranch

Bright Angel Campground

Bright Angel
Suspension BridgeTo junction

with Hermit
Trail

Plateau Point

Three Mile Resthouse
Maricopa Point

Hopi Point

Indian Garden

To Hermits
Rest

To Grandview 
Trail  junction

Tip Off

Ooh Aah Point

South Kaibab
Trailhead

Mather Point

Yavapai Point

Grand
Canyon
Visitor
Center

Mile-and-a-Half
Resthouse

Br
ig

ht
 Ange

l T
ra

il 

South  Kaibab Trail 

Tonto Trail Tonto Trail 

Tonto Trail 

Rim
 Trail 

Clear  Creek  Trail

Emergency Telephone

Rim Trail 

Hermit Trail
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D
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Grand Canyon Clin

 1

Rim Trail Rim Tra

Albright
Training
Center

Kennels

Hermits Rest Transfer

Maswik
Lodge

Village
East

Center Road

Backcountry
Information
Center

Bright
Angel
Lodge

One Way

One Way

One Way

Greenway 

Center Road 

Albright StreetRowe W
ell

 R
oa

d 

South Rim Elevation: approximately 
7000 feet (2100 meters)

Village Route
Open to private vehicles and shuttle bus service.

Easily accessible shuttle bus stops are located in or near all parking areas.

General 

Lookout Studio

Thunderbird Lodge

Hopi House

El Tovar Hotel

Verkamp’s
Visitor Center

Kachina Lodge
Kolb Studio

Bright Angel Trailhead

Community Library

Community
Building Train Depot

Garage

RV Parking Available
(no overnight parking)

Bright Angel Lodge

Maswik Lodge

Backcountry
Information
Center

0.5 mi / 0.8 km H
0.8 km

Maricopa Point

Hermits Rest
Village Route Transfer

Maricopa Po

Trailview
Overlook

0.5 mi / 0 8

Powell Point

Hermit
Trailhead

0.3 mi / 0.5 km  

0.7  m
i 

0.7 mi / 1.1 km 

Hermits Rest Route
Shuttle buses only. Closed to private vehicles.

7 miles/11 km to Hermits Rest

0.8 mi / 1.3 km Greenway Trail 

0.3 mmi / 0

0.8 mi /

Hopi Point

Mohave Point

The Abyss

Pima Point

1.1 mi / 1

.8 
km

 
2.0 mi / 3.2 km 

Monument Creek Vista

Rim Trail 

1.7 mi /  

2.7 km

Eastbound

Westbound

Village Route
Direction and sequence of stops

Powell
Point

Hermits Rest

Pima Point

Pima Point

The Abyss

Monument
Creek
Vista

Mohave Point

Mohave
Point

Hopi
Point 

Powell Point 

Maricopa
Point

Village Route Transfer 

Eastbound

Westbound

Hermits Rest Route
Direction and sequence of stops

TrailerMather
Campground

Shrine of the 
Ages

Shrine of the 
Ages

Yavapai
Geology
Museum

Village East

Bright Angel
Lodge

Train
Depot

Backcountry 
Information 
Center

Center
Road

Market
Plaza 
Westbound

Hermits Rest Transfer

Maswik
Lodge

Trailview
Overlook 

Free Shuttle Buses

Service may be suspended during 
inclement weather.

Hermits Rest Route

75 minutes round-trip

September, October, and November 
buses run every:

30 minutes 5:15 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

15 minutes 9:30 a.m. to sunset

30 minutes sunset to one hour after 
sunset

Village Route

60 minutes round-trip 

September, October, and November 
buses run every:

30 minutes 5:15 a.m. to 6:30 a.m.

15 minutes 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

30 minutes 7:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Kaibab Trail Route

30 minutes round-trip 
September, October, and November 
buses run every:
30 minutes 5:15 a.m. to 6:30 a.m.
15 minutes 6:30 a.m. to one hour after sunset

Sunrise and sunset times are on page 4.



Hikers’ Express

September:

October:

November: 

Grand Canyon Visitor Center

Restrooms

Shuttle Bus Transfer 

Bookstore

Map not drawn to scale.
Check distances carefully.
Map not drawn to scale.Map not drawn to scale.Map not drawn to scale.
Check distances carefully.Check distances carefully.Check distances carefully.
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Mather Point

Grand Canyon 
Visitor Center
shuttle bus transfer

Yavapai
Geology
Museum

Trailer
Village

64

0.7 mi / 1.2 km 

0.7 mi / 1.1 km 

1.3 m

i / 
2.1 km 

South Kaibab
Trailhead

Trail 

Greenway Trail 
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Desert View Drive

Center Road 

Highway 64 to the 
South Entrance, Tusayan,
Williams, and Flagstaff

Highway 64 to the East Entrance
and Cameron

Shrine of
the Ages

Market Plaza

Park Headquarters
and Library

Mather 
CampgroundLaundry,

Showers,
Dump Station

Yavapai Lodge

McKee 
Amphitheater

Market
Plaza Road

Clinic Road

Kaibab Trail Route
Shuttle bus service only to Yaki Point and 
South Kaibab Trailhead. 
Yaki Point road closed to private vehicles.

Zuni Way
Bank, post office,

Store, and restrooms

64

Yavapai 
Point

Rim Trail 
0.5 mi./0.8 km 

Mather Point 
Amphitheater

Mather Campground

Eastbound

Westbound

Yaki Point

Pipe Creek Vista

South Kaibab Trailhead

Grand Canyon
Visitor Center Kaibab Trail Route

Direction and sequence of stops

 
  

 

r Village
Market Plaza
Eastbound 

d 

Grand Canyon
Visitor Center
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Rules of the Road
Motorist Warning

Pedestrian Warning

Bicyclist Warning

Parking

                         

Legend
Shuttle Bus Routes
(Indicated in red, blue, or green)

Shuttle Bus Stops
(Indicated in red, blue, or green)

Major Park Roads
(All vehicles)

Secondary Roads
(All vehicles)

Shuttle Buses Only

Parking

Picnic Tables

Paved Trails

Unpaved Trails

Distance between
points on trails

Not to scale. Check distances carefully.

A

P

321

B

C

D

P
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www.grandcanyonmusicfest.org 

September 10 and 11

September 12

Grand Canyon Music Festival

September 11 – 16  Painting along the Rim

September 16  Evening Program

September 17  Quick Draw and Auction

September 18  Exhibit Opening and 
Awards Reception

The exhibit and sale continue at Kolb 
Studio through November 28.

Sponsors

To learn more: www.grandcanyon.org

Celebration of Art: September 11 – November 28

Participate in HawkWatch

Artist in Residence Presentations

September:

October:

November:

www.nps.gov/grca/supportyourpark/air.htm



F A L L  2 0 1 0  S O U T H  R I M  V I S I T O R ’ S  G U I D E   1 1

There’s Only One Grand Canyon: Basic Answers to Your Geologic Questions

How old?

How new?

Why here?

Why deep?

Why wide?

Why Grand?

The exhibits at Yavapai Geology Museum and along the nearby Trail of Time explain the 
geologic processes that formed the rocks and carved the canyon.

Illustration: 

1. Kaibab Formation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 270 million years 
 2. Toroweap Formation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 273 million years 
 3. Coconino Sandstone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 275 million years 
 4. Hermit Formation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 280 million years 
 5. Supai Group. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 315–285 million years 
 6.  Redwall Limestone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 340 million years 
 7.  Temple Butte Formation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 385 million years 
 8.  Muav Limestone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 505 million years 
 9.  Bright Angel Shale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 515 million years 
 10. Tapeats Sandstone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 525 million years 
 11. Grand Canyon Supergroup. . . . . . . . . . . 1,200 million–740 million years 
 12. Vishnu basement rocks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,840–1,680 million years

Want to know more?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

 
6.

7. 
8. 
 

9. 
 

10.

11.

12.
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Superintendent’s 
Greeting

Grand Canyon 
Association
Get involved and be a part of 
something grand!

SHOP

www.grandcanyon.org

EXPLORE

www.grandcanyon.org/fieldinstitute

DONATE

www.grandcanyon.or

Founded in 1932, the Grand Canyon Association is a 
nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization. Donations are tax-
deductible to the extent allowable by law.
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DNC Parks & ResortsXanterra South Rim

www.grandcanyonlodges.com

Xanterra South Rim, LLC.—We’re not just 
close, we’re there!

Forever Resorts

www.GrandCanyonForever.com

Wildlife Alert
Deer and elk can be especially aggressive in the fall!

Interagency Annual Pass

www.recreation.gov

Int
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Lodging
In the Park–South Rim

www.grandcanyonlodges.com

Bright Angel Lodge

El Tovar Hotel

Kachina Lodge

Thunderbird Lodge

Maswik Lodge

Yavapai Lodge

Phantom Ranch

North Rim

Grand Canyon Lodge

www.foreverresorts.com

Outside the Park Tusayan, AZ
Best Western Grand Canyon Squire Inn

Canyon Plaza Resort 

Grand Hotel 

Holiday Inn Express 

Red Feather Lodge 

Dining
Listed west to east along the rim.

Hermits Rest Snack Bar

Maswik Cafeteria

Bright Angel Restaurant

Bright Angel Coffee House

Bright Angel Fountain

The Arizona Room

El Tovar Dining Room

Delicatessen at Marketplace

Yavapai Cafeteria

Desert View Trading Post Snackbar

Groceries
Canyon Village Marketplace

Desert View Marketplace

Books and Gifts
Listed west to east along the rim.

Hermits Rest

Maswik Gift Shop 

Kolb Studio

Lookout Studio

Bright Angel

El Tovar

Hopi House

Verkamp’s Visitor Center

Yavapai Curio 

Books & More
at Grand Canyon Visitor Center

Yavapai Geology Museum

Tusayan Museum

Desert View Visitor Center
    and Bookstore

Desert View Trading Post

Desert View Watchtower

Camping
In the Park–South Rim

Mather Campground

 www.recreation.gov.

Trailer Village

Desert View Campground

Outside the Park
Camper Village

www.grandcanyoncampervillage.com

Ten-X Campground
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Tours & River Trips
Air Tours

Bus Tours

Mule Trips

www.grandcanyonlodges.com

Horse Rides

Smooth-Water Raft Trips

www.raftthecanyon.com.

Hiking and Backpacking
Grand Canyon Field Institute (GCFI) 

www.grandcanyon.org/fieldinstitute

Arizona Highway Information

www.az511.gov

Medical
24-Hour emergency care dial 911

9 - 911

North Country Grand Canyon Clinic

Services
In the Park
Laundry and Showers

Chase Bank and ATM

Post Office

Kennels

Lost and Found

Garage Services

Religious Services

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 

El Cristo Rey Roman Catholic

Grand Canyon Assembly of God

Grand Canyon Baptist Church

Grand Canyon Community Church 
(Christian Ministry in the National Parks  - 
multi-denominational)

Jehovah’s Witnesses (Tusayan)

Jewish Services and Programs

Available in Tusayan
IMAX Theater

Kaibab National Forest

News and Weather

Transportation
Transportation Desks

Maswik Lodge

Bright Angel

Yavapai Lodge

Railroad
Grand Canyon Railway

www.thetrain.com

Taxi Service

Rim to Rim Shuttle

Transcanyon Shuttle

Shuttle Service
Arizona Shuttle 

www.arizonashuttle.com

Bicycle Rentals

Bright Angel Bicycles,

Hualapai Skywalk

www.destinationgrandcanyon.com.



Desert View Drive 

Grandview Point
7399 ft. / 2256 m

Yaki Point 
7262 ft. / 2213 m

Yavapai
Point

Grand Canyon Village

Park
Headquarters

Grand
Canyon
Airport

Ten-X Campground
Open May 1–September 30
 

Moran Point
7160 ft. / 2182 m

Lipan Point
7360 ft. / 2243 m

Navajo Point
7461 ft. / 2275 m

See Village Route Map
pages 8–9

East
Entrance

South
Entrance

To Highway 89
Cameron

30 mi., 48 km

To I-40
Williams: 54 mi., 86 km
Flagstaff: 74 mi., 118  km

Tusayan
Camping, Lodging, Restaurants, Groceries,
Souvenirs, IMAX Theater, Air Tours, Service Station

Grand Canyon
Visitor Center

Park Boundary

Park Boundary

Desert View
7438 ft. / 2267 m
See inset map below

0 1 2 3 4 5 miles

kilometers0 1 2 3 4 5

Desert View Area

Paved Road

Shuttle Bus Only

Parking

Restroom

Trailhead

Interpretive Trail

Ranger Station

Camping

Legend

P

P

Picnic

Food

Gas Station

East Entrance
Service Station

Campground
Closes mid-October

Watchtower

P
P

Marketplace

Restrooms
Desert View Visitor Center

Trading Post

Tusayan Ruin
and Museum

Desert V
iew Drive 
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Desert View Highlights Desert View Services

National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior

Grand Canyon National Park
Post Office Box 129
Grand Canyon, AZ 86023

www.nps.gov/grca/

Experience Your America

North Rim

The Watchtower

River Views

Ancient Cultures

Geology


